
Title of project

A comparison of computerized and traditional techniques for learning academic 
vocabulary

Type of grant application
Priority Research Grant

Applicants

Marlise Horst, Concordia University, Montreal
Principal Investigator

Diane Schmitt, Nottingham Trent University
Co-investigator 

Tom Cobb, Université de Québec a Montréal, dép de linguistique et de didactique des 
langues

Co-investigator 

References

Bowker, L. (1999).  Exploring the potential of corpora for raising language awareness in
student translators.  Language Awareness 8, 160-73.

Chapelle, C. (2001). Computer applications in second language acquisition: Foundations 
for teaching, testing, and research. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

Cobb, T. (1997).  Is there any measurable learning from hands-on concordancing?  
System, 25, 301-315.

Cobb, T. (1999).  Breadth and depth of vocabulary acquisition with hands-on 
concordancing.  Computer Assisted Language Learning, 12, 345-360.

Cobb, T., & Horst, M. (in press.) Is there room for an AWL in French? In B. Harley and 
J. Hulstijn (Eds.), Selected papers from the Leiden-Haifa SLVA Symposium,
Language Learning and Language Teaching Series. Amsterdam: John Benjamins.

Coxhead, A. (2000).  A new academic word list.  TESOL Quarterly, 34, 213-238.
Craik, F.I.M., & Lockhart, R.S. (1972).  Levels of processing:  A framework for memory 

research.  Journal of Verbal and Learning Behavior, 11, 671-684.
Gaskell, D., & Cobb, T. (2004). Can learners use concordance feedback for writing 

errors? System, 32(3).
Horst, M., & Cobb, T. (2001).  Growing academic vocabulary with a collaborative on-

line database.  In B. Morrison, D. Gardner, K. Keobke, & M. Spratt (Eds.), ELT 
perspectives on IT & multimedia; Selected papers from the ITMELT Conference 
2001 (pp. 189-225). Hong Kong: Hong Kong Polytechnic University

Horst, M., Cobb, T., & Nicolae, I. (under review).  Expanding academic vocabulary with 
a collaborative on-line database.  Language Learning and Technology



Horst, M., & Plomer, M. (2004).  Learning academic vocabulary with a suite of on-line 
resources.  Paper presented at the annual conference of the American Association 
of Applied Linguistics, Portland, OR

Hulstijn, J. H., & Laufer, B. (2001).  Some empirical evidence for the involvement load 
hypothesis in vocabulary acquisition.  Language Learning, 51, 539-558

Johns, T. (1986).  Micro-concord: a language learner's research tool.  System, 14, 151-
162.

Krashen, S. (1993).  The power of reading: Insights from the research.  Englewood, CA: 
Libraries Unlimited, Inc.

Krashen, S. (1989).  We acquire vocabulary and spelling by reading: Additional evidence 
for the input hypothesis.  Modern Language Journal, 73, 440-464.

Laufer, B., & Hulstijn, J. (2001).  Incidental vocabulary acquisition in a second language: 
The construct of task-induced involvement. Applied Linguistics, 22, 1-26.

Laufer, B., & Nation, P. (1995).  Vocabulary size and use: Lexical richness in L2 written 
production.  Applied Linguistics, 16, 307-322.

Nagy, W. (1997).  On the role of context in first - and second-language vocabulary 
learning.  In N. Schmitt & M. McCarthy, (Eds.), Vocabulary: Description, 
acquisition and pedagogy (pp. 64-83). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Nagy, W.E., Herman, P.A., & Anderson, R.C. (1985).  Learning words from context.  
Reading Research Quarterly, 20(2), 233-253.

Nation, I. S. P. (1990).  Teaching and learning vocabulary.  Boston: Heinle & Heinle.
Nation, I. S. P. (2001).  Learning vocabulary in another language.  Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press.
Ng, P. & Burton, P. (2001).  Developing language awareness through concordancing: 

Action research and materials development for first-year students in Hong Kong.  
Paper presented at the ITMELT conference, Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 
Hong Kong.

Obenda, D. (2004). Academic Word Power (Books1-4), Boston: Houghton Mifflin 
Paribakht, T.S., & Wesche, M. (1997).  Vocabulary enhancement activities and reading 

for meaning in second language vocabulary acquisition  In J. Coady and T. 
Huckin (Eds.), Second language vocabulary acquisition (pp. 174-200). 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Schmitt, D. (in preparation).  Focus on Academic Vocabulary.  New York: Pearson 
Education 

Schmitt, N. (2000).  Vocabulary in language teaching.  Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press.

Schmitt, N., Schmitt, D., & Clapham, C. (2001).  Developing and exploring the 
behaviour of two new versions of the Vocabulary Levels Test. Language Testing 
18, 1.

Sökmen, A. J. (1997).  Current trends in teaching second language vocabulary.  In N. 
Schmitt & M. McCarthy, (Eds.), Vocabulary: Description, acquisition and 
pedagogy (pp. 237-257). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Sutarsyah, C., Nation, P., & Kennedy, G. (1994).  How useful is EAP vocabulary for 
ESP? A corpus based study.  RELC Journal, 25, 34-50.

West, M. (1953).  A general service list of English words.  London: Longman, Green and 
Co.



Xue, G., & Nation, I. S. P. (1984).  A university word list.  Language Learning and 
Communication, 3, 215-229.


