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Project Summary: 

Research has advocated the use of corpus analysis, lexicogrammar, and discourse 
contextualization in grammar instruction respectively. Yet few studies have empirically 
examined the effectiveness of these practices, especially the effectiveness of these 
practices integrated as a unified comprehensive approach to grammar teaching. Using a 
case study methodology supplemented by survey and other assessment tools, this project 
examines the impact and effectiveness of incorporating a corpus-assisted and 
contextualized lexicogrammatical approach to grammar instruction in existing curricula 
in both EFL and ESL contexts. Learning contexts are included as a variable because the 
effectiveness of a teaching method is often context-dependent.  
 

Through the analysis of a variety of data including students’ and teachers’ surveys 
and journals, we will first ascertain in each context how corpora are used, in what ways 
vocabulary and grammar teaching are integrated, and to what extent grammar teaching is 
contextualized.  In the process of ascertaining the above, we will assess the approach in 
terms of instructional clarity and helpfulness, and content usefulness. We will also 
determine the impact of the approach on the teachers and students’ language awareness 
and their views about grammar and grammar learning.  Additionally, we will use tailor-
made tests and mini corpus-analysis projects to assess students’ grasp of contextualized 
grammar usages.  Based on the results of this study, we plan next in our research agenda 
to refine the approach and design a quasi experimental study to compare the effectiveness 
of the teaching method with that of the traditional textbook-based sentence-level 
grammar explanation method. 

 
References: 
 
Aston, G. (2001). Learning with corpora: An overview. In G. Aston (Ed.), Learning with 

corpora (pp. 6-45) (New Ed.). Houston, TX: Athelstan. 
 



Biber, D., Conrad, S., & Reppen, R. (1998). Corpus linguistics: Investigating language 
structure and use. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Biber, D., Johnsson, S., Leech, G., Conrad, S., & Finegan, E. (1999). Longman grammar 

of spoken and written English. London: Longman. 
 
Carter, R., & MaCarthy, M. (1995). Grammar and the spoken language. Applied 

linguistics, 16, 141-158. 
 
Celce-Murcia, M. (1991). Discourse analysis and grammar instruction. Annual Review of 

Applied Linguistics, 11, 335-351. 
 
Celce-Murcia, M. (2003). Teaching teacher learners to do data-based research. In D. Liu 

& P. Master (Eds.), Grammar teaching in teacher education. Alexandria, VA: 
TESOL. 

 
Celce-Murcia, M., Dörneyei, Z., & Thurrell, S. (1997). Direct approaches in L2 

instruction: A turning point in communicative language teaching? TESOL 
Quarterly, 31, 141-152. 

 
Celce-Murcia, M., & Larsen-Freeman, D. (1999). The grammar book: An ESL/EFL 

teachers’ course (2nd ed.). Boston, MA: Heinle & Heinle. 
 
Celce-Murcia, M., & Olshtain, E. (2000). Discourse and context in language teaching. 

Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 
 
Clear, J. (2000). Do you believe in grammar? In L. Burnard & T. McEnery (Eds.), 

Rethinking language pedagogy from a corpus-based perspective (pp. 19-30). 
Bern: Peter Lang. 

 
Conrad, S. (1999). The importance of corpus-based research for language teachers. 

System, 27, 1-18. 
 
Conrad, S. (2000). Will corpus linguistics revolutionize grammar teaching in the 21st  

century? TESOL Quarterly, 34, 548-559. 
 
Ellis, R. (1995). Interpretation tasks for grammar teaching. TESOL Quarterly, 29, 87-105. 
 
Ellis, R. (1998). Teaching and research: Options in grammar teaching. TESOL Quarterly, 

29, 87-105. 
 
Francis, G. (1993). A corpus-driven approach to grammar: Principles, methods, and 

examples. In M. Baker, G. Francis, & E. Tognini-Bonelli (Eds.), Text and 
technology (pp. 137-156). Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

 



Francis, G., Hunston, S., & Manning, E. (1996). Cobuild grammar patterns 1: Verbs. 
London: Harper Collins.  

 
Francis, G., Hunston, S., & Manning, E. (1998). Cobuild grammar patterns 2: Nouns. 

London: Harper Collins. 
 
Hadley, G. (1998). Using corpora with Japanese beginners. IATEFL Newsletter, 141, 12. 
 
Hahn, A. (2000). Grammar at its best: The development of a rule-and corpus-based 

grammar of English tenses. In L. Burnard & T. McEnery (Eds.), Rethinking 
language pedagogy from a corpus-based perspective (pp. 193-205).  Bern: Peter 
Lang. 

 
Halliday, M. A. K. (1994). Introducing functional grammar. London: Arnold. 
 
Halliday, M. A. K., & Hansen, R. (1989). Language, context, and text: Aspects of 

language in a social semiotic perspective. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
Hoey, M. (2000). The hidden lexical clues of textual organization: A preliminary 

investigation into an unusual text from a corpus perspective. In L. Burnard & T. 
McEnery (Eds.), Rethinking language pedagogy from a corpus-based perspective 
(pp. 31-41). Bern: Peter Lang. 

 
Hughes, R., & McCarthy, M. (1998). From sentence to discourse: Discourse grammar 

and English language teaching. TESOL Quarterly, 32, 263-287. 
 
Hunston, S. (2002). Corpora in applied linguistics. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press. 
 
Hunston, S., & Francis, G. (1998). Verbs observed: A corpus-drive pedagogical 

grammar. Applied Linguistics, 19, 45-72. 
 
Hunston, S., & Francis, G. (2000). Pattern grammar: A corpus-driven approach to the 

lexical grammar of English. Amsterdam: Benjamins. 
 
Joe, A. G. (1998). What effects do text-based tasks promoting generation have on 

incidental vocabulary acquisition? Applied Linguistics, 19, 357-377. 
 
Johns, T. (1994). From printout to handout: Grammar and vocabulary teaching in the 

context of data-driven learning. In T. Odlin (Ed.), Perspectives on pedagogical 
grammar (pp. 293-313). Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Larsen-Freeman, D. (1991). Teaching grammar. In M. Celce-Murica (Ed.), Teaching 

English as a second or foreign language (2nd ed.) (pp. 279-295). Boston, MA: 
Heinle & Heinle. 

 



Larsen-Freeman, D. (2002). The grammar of choice. In E. Hinkel & S. Fotos (Eds.), New 
perspectives on grammar teaching (pp. 103-118). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence 
Erlbaum. 

 
Larsen-Freeman, D. (2003). Teaching language: From grammar to grammaring. Boston, 

MA: Heinle & Heinle.  
 
Liu, D. (1998). Ethnocentrism in TESOL: Teacher education and the neglected needs of 

international TESOL students. ELT Journal, 52, 3-10. 
 
Liu, D., Ahn, G., Baek, K., & Nan-Ok, H. (2004). South Korean high school English 

teachers’ code-switching: Questions and challenges in the drive for maximal use 
of English in teaching. TESOL Quarterly, 38, 605-638.  

 
Master, P. (1994). The effect of systematic instruction on learning the English article 

system.  In T. Odlin (Ed.), Perspectives on pedagogical grammar (pp. 229-252). 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

 
McCarthy, M., & Carter, R. (1994).  Language as discourse: Perspectives for language 

teaching. London: Longman. 
 
Nattinger, J., & Decarrico, J. (1992). Lexical phrases and language teaching. New York: 

Oxford University Press. 
 
Sinclair, J. M. (1991). Corpus, concordance, and collocation. Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 
 
Sinclair, J. M. (2004). How to use corpora in language teaching. Amsterdam: John 

Benjamins. 
 
Stevens, V. (1995).Concordancing with language learners: Why? When? What? CAELL 

Journal, 6, 2-10. 
 
Schmidt, R. (1990).  The role of consciousness in second language learning. Applied 

Linguistics, 11, 129-158. 
 
Schmitt, N. (2005). Current research perspectives and grammar teaching. Presented at 

the 39th TESOL Convention, March 230-April 2, San Antonio, TX.  
 
Tribble, C., & Jones, G. (1997). Concordance in the classroom: A resource book for 

teachers. Houston. TX: Athelstan. 
 
Tsui, A. (2004). What teachers have always wanted to know – and how corpora can help. 

In J. M. Sinclair (Ed.), How to use corpora in language teaching (pp. 39-61). 
Amsterdam: Benjamins. 

 



Willis, D. (1990). The lexical syllabus: A new approach to language teaching. London: 
HarperCollins. 

 


