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Summary Statement: 
 
This project explores two research issues which are crucial for understanding the role of 
computer-based technology in L2 teaching and learning in both English-dominant and 
non-dominant contexts. The first research issue concerns differences in access to and 
effective use of technology in ESL and EFL contexts, which will be explored through the 
framework of teacher cognition (Borg, 2003). This project will identify the factors that 
influence English teachers’ use of computer-based technology in the U.S. and Thailand, 
and investigate the relationship between the teachers’ cognitions and their classroom 
practices. The second research issue concerns the role of computer-based activities in 
promoting L2 learning through collaborative dialogue (Swain, 1998, 2001). This project 
also will explore how EFL and ESL learners reflect on language when carrying out 
collaborative computer-based activities, and will use tailor-made post-tests to determine 
whether the linguistic knowledge targeted in their language-related episodes is retained.  
The proposed project will employ a mixed methods design (Caracelli & Greene, 1997) 
based primarily on a qualitative case study carried out in each context, but supplemented 
by survey research that will help contextualize each case within its broader sociopolitical 
and institutional framework. 
 
References: 
 
Borg, S. (2003). Teacher cognition in language teaching: A review of research on what 

language teachers think, know, believe, and do. Language Teaching, 36, 81-109.  
 
Caracelli, V., & Greene, J. (1997). Crafting mixed-method evaluation designs. In J. 

Green & V. Caracelli (Eds.), Advances in mixed-method evaluation: The 
challenges and benefits of integrating diverse paradigms (pp. 19-32). San 
Francisco, CA: Jossey-Bass.  

 



Chapelle, C. (1998). Analysis of interaction sequences in computer-assisted language 
learning. TESOL Quarterly, 32, 753-756.  

 
Kern, R., Ware, P., & Warschauer, M. (2004). Crossing frontiers: New directions in 

online pedagogy and research. Annual Review of Applied Linguistics, 24, 243-
260.  

 
Lam, Y. (2000). Technophilia vs. technophobia: A preliminary look at why second-

language teachers do or do not use technology in their classrooms. Canadian 
Modern Language Journal, 56, 390-420.  

 
Mills, D. (2000). Web-based technology as a resource for form-focused language 

learning. TESOL Quarterly, 34, 603-615.  
 
Salaberry, M. (2001). The use of technology for second language learning and teaching: 

A retrospective. Modern Language Journal, 85, 39-56.  
 
Swain, M. (1995). Three functions of output in second language learning. In G. Cook & 

B. Seidlhofer (Eds.), Principle and practice in applied linguistics: Studies in 
honour of H. G. Widdowson (pp. 125-144). Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 
Swain, M. (1998). Focus on form through conscious reflection. In C. Doughty & J. 

Williams (Eds.), Focus on form in classroom SLA (pp. 64-81). New York, NY: 
Cambridge University Press. 

 
Swain, M. (2000). The output hypothesis and beyond: Mediating acquisition through 

collaborative dialogue. In J. Lantolf (Ed.), Sociocultural theory and second 
language learning (pp. 97-114). Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

 
Swain, M., & Lapkin, S. (1998). Interaction and second language learning: Two 

adolescent French immersion students working together. Modern Language 
Journal, 82, 320-337.  

 
Taylor, C., Jamieson, J., & Eignor, D. (2000). Trends in computer use among 

international students. TESOL Quarterly, 34, 575-585.  
 
Warschauer, M. (2000). The changing global economy and the future of English 

teaching. TESOL Quarterly, 34, 511-535. 
 


